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the voters of my district. You are seek-
ing a free ride through an act of con-
gressional bullying. And that is the 
way we take it. 

And like anybody who is bullied, we 
don’t know how to do anything but 
fight back. We don’t like to be patron-
ized. We will not be bullied. And we 
will not have a Member tell the resi-
dents of the District of Columbia, who 
have no way to hold him accountable, 
what we may or may not do. 

So I ask the Members of the House to 
be consistent, particularly my Repub-
lican friends with your own small Fed-
eral footprint approach as a core value, 
because of your own notion of local 
control, as opposed to Federal control, 
the hallmark of your values, I ask you 
simply to apply the same principles to 
me and to the District of Columbia 
that you are insisting upon for you and 
for your own constituents. 

I will remind you that we are all 
Americans, that there are no second- 
class Americans, and that the Ameri-
cans who live in the Nation’s Capital 
insist upon being treated fully equally 
with all of you, all of us who are fortu-
nate to be citizens of the United States 
of America. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

CONGRESS HAS THE RESPONSI-
BILITY TO ACT ON IRAQ NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) for 30 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
joined today with Representatives 
WALTER JONES and BARBARA LEE to in-
troduce a privileged resolution, House 
Concurrent Resolution 105, to direct 
the President to remove U.S. troops 
from Iraq within 30 days, or no later 
than the end of this year, except for 
those troops needed to protect U.S. dip-
lomatic facilities and personnel. We did 
this for a simple reason. Congress has 
the responsibility to authorize the in-
troduction of American troops where 
hostilities are imminent. 

In less than 3 weeks, in three sepa-
rate deployments, the U.S. has sent at 
least 775 additional troops to Iraq. Now 
is the time for Congress to debate the 
merits of our military involvement in 
this latest Iraq conflict openly and 
transparently. 

Do we approve of these deployments 
and any future escalation? If so, we 
should vote to authorize it. If we do 
not support it, then we should bring 
our troops back home. It is that sim-
ple, Mr. Speaker. Congress has the re-
sponsibility to act on Iraq now. 

Mr. Speaker, we did not introduce 
this privileged resolution lightly. By 
doing so, we have started a process to 
hold a debate on our engagement in 
Iraq later this month. We are using the 
special procedures outlined under the 
War Powers Resolution. 

While this is an imperfect tool, it re-
quires the House to take up this bill 

after 15 calendar days. Like most of my 
colleagues, I would prefer for this 
House to bring up a bill authorizing 
our engagement in Iraq. And nothing 
in this resolution inhibits such impor-
tant legislation from being drafted and 
brought before this House for debate 
and a clean up-or-down vote. Frankly, 
I wish that were happening, but I have 
not heard that such authorization is 
even under discussion, let alone being 
prepared for debate. 

So my colleagues and I are intro-
ducing this concurrent resolution be-
cause we strongly believe Congress has 
to step up to the plate and carry out its 
responsibilities when our servicemen 
and -women are, once again, being sent 
into harm’s way. 

b 1200 

The time for that debate is now, not 
when the first body bag comes home 
from Iraq, not when the first U.S. air-
strikes or bombs fall on Iraq, not when 
we are embedded with Iraqi troops try-
ing to take back an ISIS-held town, 
and—worst-case scenario—not when 
our troops are shooting their way out 
of an overtaken Baghdad. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, is the time to de-
bate our new engagement in Iraq, be-
fore the heat of the moment, when we 
can weigh the pros and cons of sup-
porting the al-Maliki government—or 
whatever government is cobbled to-
gether should al-Maliki be forced to 
step down—now, before we are forced 
to take sides in a religious and sec-
tarian war; now, before the next addi-
tion of more troops takes place. 

Make no mistake—I firmly believe 
we will continue to send more troops 
and more military assets into this cri-
sis. 

Now is the time, Mr. Speaker, before 
we are forced to fire our first shots or 
drop our first bombs. Now, Mr. Speak-
er, is when the House should debate 
and vote on this very serious matter. 

For those who say it is too early, too 
premature for this debate, I respect-
fully disagree. The longer we put off 
carrying out our constitutional respon-
sibilities, the easier it becomes to just 
drift along. This is what Congress has 
done over and over and over and over, 
and it has to end, Mr. Speaker. Con-
gress must speak, and Congress must 
act. 

This resolution, should it pass the 
House, would direct the President to 
bring our troops home from Iraq within 
30 days—or should that pose security 
questions, no later than by the end of 
this year, nearly 6 months from now. 

It would not require those troops 
that have been deployed to safeguard 
the security of our diplomatic facilities 
and personnel from withdrawing. They 
could remain and carry out their cru-
cial roles of protecting our civilian per-
sonnel on the ground in Iraq. 

This is why we need to take up this 
resolution later this month, debate our 
military engagement in this latest war 
in Iraq, and have a clean vote on this 
resolution, up or down, about whether 

we stay in Iraq or whether we bring our 
troops home. 

We owe this much to our troops and 
their families, we owe this much to the 
American people, and we owe at least 
this much to our own democracy and 
democratic institutions that require 
Congress to be the final arbiter on 
whether our troops are sent into hos-
tilities abroad. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join Representative JONES, Representa-
tive LEE, and me as cosponsors of this 
resolution. I look forward to debating 
the merits of the Iraq war later this 
month and voting on whether our 
troops should stay or leave Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

THE THREE COEQUAL BRANCHES 
OF GOVERNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the time, and I appreciate your 
being down here with me. I think about 
the just a couple of years that you and 
I have served in this Congress, and I 
think back, and I hope ‘‘Schoolhouse 
Rock’’ was on TV when you were com-
ing along. 

The thing I did when the Internet 
came out—yes, I was old enough to re-
member when the Internet came out— 
was I looked up the ‘‘Schoolhouse 
Rock’’ video, and I looked up ‘‘I’m just 
a bill sitting here on Capitol Hill’’ be-
cause it tells the tale—and we learned 
that before we learned all of our times 
tables, we learned about how a bill be-
comes a law. 

We learned about what this great ex-
periment in self-governance is, and it is 
the United States of America. It makes 
me sad that it comes on less on Satur-
day mornings than it used to, and now, 
parents are down on watching as much 
TV on Saturday mornings. 

I hope ‘‘Schoolhouse Rock’’ is still 
required viewing in every family in 
America because the whole process of 
how a bill becomes a law is critically 
important to who we are as a people— 
as a people. 

I know it happens to you, Mr. Speak-
er, like it happens to me. I go back 
home, and I am the Congressman. I am 
the Congressman. I am holding the 
townhall meeting. I am standing up in 
front of the room. Maybe I am up on 
the stage, I have got a big microphone. 

There are all these folks sitting out 
there in the audience, and it dawns on 
me that I am the servant, and all the 
bosses are sitting out there. That is 
what is so wonderful about what goes 
on here. You and I have the great privi-
lege of representing a small slice of 
America; and, in my case, it is the Sev-
enth District of Georgia—but the 
bosses live at home. 

Mr. Speaker, if we don’t do this the 
way ‘‘Schoolhouse Rock’’ laid it out, if 
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